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Research Process

What is my 
assignment?

What topics 
do I want to 
pursue?

What interests 
me about this 
topic?

Identify What 
information is 
available on 
this topic? 

What types of 
resources are 
there?

What sources 
are reliable 
and 
authoritative?

Collect What 
information is 
relevant to my 
project?

What 
information 
supports my 
argument?

Evaluate
What is my 
conclusion?

How do I 
arrange my 
resources in 
support?

Present



1. BEGIN WITH AN OPEN MIND:
START WITH QUESTIONS, NOT 
ANSWERS



IDENTIFICATION

So I have an 
assignment, now 
what do I do?

PANIC? 



IDENTIFICATION STEP ONE:
WHAT IS THE ASSIGNMENT?



Assignment Description

§What topics are the subject of this assignment?
§What are being asked to DO with that topic?
§ Look for key words:

§ Analyze
§ Compare
§ Evaluate
§ Argue 



Assignment Example: NT502

§ You will be responsible for writing two 7-page papers. These papers should be 
double spaced, Times 12 point, 1" margins. Please do not include a title page 
or bibliography; please use footnotes rather than endnotes. Each paper should 
draw on information drawn from relevant course readings, lectures, exercises, 
and discussions in a selective and strategic way, and should be organized 
around a well-crafted thesis statement, in support of which you marshal 
various exegetical arguments and observations. 

§ Paper 1 (due 3/6): an exegesis of Luke 22:15-20, concentrating on its possible 
meaning for first-century Christians. 

§ Paper 2 (due 5/2): an exegesis of 1 Timothy 5:3-16, concentrating on how an 
understanding of its possible meaning for first-century Christians can inform its 
possible meaning for contemporary Christians. 
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IDENTIFICATION STEP TWO:  
FORMULATE AN INITIAL  
QUESTION TO PURSUE 



Research Question Format

I am working 
on _________

The topic 
described in 
your 
assignment

Something that 
excites you

Something that 
puzzles you

Step 
1 Because I 

want to find 
out __________

This is the 
heart of your 
research

Ask yourself:
WHY and HOW

This question 
will be 
continually 
refined!

Step 
2 So I can help 

others 
understand 
____________

The "so what"? 

Step 
3 



But wait, don’t I need a THESIS?

§Not all assignments require them
§ The thesis will come as you formulate an answer to 
your research question

§ Let the question guide your research, it will form the 
backbone of your project



IDENTIFICATION STEP THREE:
IS MY QUESTION DO-ABLE?



What makes for a good research question?

§ Need a question that can be answered in the space your 
assignment allows
§ A chapter or verses rather than the entire book of John
§ A single Augustine sermon, rather than his entire Confessions

§ Remember: your question will become more defined as you move 
through the collection aspect of the research process



IDENTIFICATION

1. Know the assignment
2. Formulate a research question
3. Make sure your question is at least 

initially feasible



COLLECTION STEP ONE:
START WITH WHAT YOU 
ALREADY HAVE!



What tools do YOU already have?

§Assigned readings
§ Lecture notes
§ Your syllabus



What tools does the LIBRARY already have?

§ Is there a research 
guide on the topic?

§ Talk to a reference 
librarian!



COLLECTION STEP TWO:
FIND GENERAL OVERVIEWS OF 
THE TOPIC



What types of material are out there?

Primary

§ A document from 
the period you are 
studying

§ Biblical books

§ Wesley’s sermons

§ A Zora Neale 
Hurston novel

Secondary Tertiary

§ Works written about 
primary sources

§ Commentary on the 
book of Ruth

§ Essays on Wesley’s 
preaching

§ Journal article 
analyzing Hurston’s 
Their Eyes Were 
Watching God

§ Summaries of 
secondary sources

§ Bible dictionary

§ Companion to Wesley 
Studies

§ Encyclopedia of 
Contemporary Fiction



Good Tertiary (usually Reference) Material

§ Dictionaries

§ Encyclopedias

§ Handbooks

§ Sourcebooks



COLLECTION STEP THREE:
FOLLOW THE BIBLIOGRAPHIC 
RABBIT TRAIL



Data IN the entry

• Definitions, alternate 
languages
• More verses to pursue



Suggestion in the same text

• In this dictionary, 
references to other 
dictionary entries are 
CAPTIALIZED

• Note that there are 
continued references to 
other verses for 
investigation



External Bibliography

• Suggested 
bibliographies will 
usually come at the 
END of each entry

• Listed either 
alphabetically, in 
order of relevance 
or chronologically 



Where to next? 

1. Levine book 2. Look at the footnotes!



Formal bibliography

• At the end of every 
book, there will be a 
lengthy bibliography– this 
one has 15 pages!

• Skim for titles that 
interest you or are 
particularly relevant

• Note authors who have 
more than one work on 
the subject



Other print options

1. Thurston 2. First Timothy commentaries



Shelf read: Physically



Shelf read: Virtually



Where IS the book? 

- You have access to all the 
books in the Emory library 
system. 

- Woodruff Library
- Health and Science Library
- Oxford College Library 



COLLECTION STEP FOUR:
EXPAND YOUR SEARCH TO 
OTHER RESOURCES



What do I search for?

§ Authors that have come up 
previously

§ Key phrases or words that have 
appeared in your rabbit trail 

§ Broad subject headings you’ve 
seen in titles

§ D.M Ackerman (contemporary). 
Polycarp, Ignatius (ancient)

§ “order of widows,” “domestic 
codes”, “NT marriage”

§ Women in the early church, older 
women, women in Roman law 

Remember, there is a Weekly Workshop next week on 
optimizing searches!



Databases: Databases@Emory

- ATLA
- JSTOR
- Old/New Testament 

Abstracts
- Academic Search Complete
- Proquest Dissertations



Other Online Resources

- Google Books
- Google Scholar
- Internet Archive



What if Emory doesn’t have it?

Interlibrary Loan: found on the quick links on the Pitts 
main page



What if I want it NOW?

- Use WorldCat to see who 
else owns the item

- Check to see if one of 
affiliated libraries has it

- ARCHE (ARCHE card)
- Columbia Theological Seminary
- Agnes Scott
- Clayton State

- GETS (Emory ID only)
- Georgia Tech
- Georgia State
- University of Georgia



COLLECTION STEP FIVE:
RE-EVALUATE YOUR RESEARCH 
QUESTION BASED ON YOUR 
FINDINGS



Limit to a 
particular 
author or work

Limit to a 
particular time 
period

Limit to a 
particular 
hermeneutic

Try a 
COMPARATIVE
approach

Too 
broad Look at larger 

context: e.g. 
book as a 
whole

Similar themes 
in other 
works/authors

Track changes 
over time

Too 
Narrow

My question is: 



COLLECTION

1. Start with what you already have!
2. Find a general overview of the topic
3. Follow the bibliographic rabbit trail
4. Expand your search with new information in 

mind 
5. Re-evaluate your question based on your 

collection results 



Other resources 

Online
§ Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL)

§ Woodruff Library Guides on research

§ Emory Writing Center resources 

§ Harvard Writing Center

§ Dartmouth Writing Center 

In person 
§ Candler Writing Center

§ Office of Student Programming

§ THE REFERENCE DESK



Questions?


